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Jennifer: When were you born? 
Geneva: June 2, 1914. 
Jennifer: And are you married now? 
Geneva: Widow. 
Jennifer: What kind of educational background do you have? 
Geneva: I went one year to high school, was no help for going to 
school when I was that age. (certainly) 
Jennifer: When did you begin at Owens? 
Geneva: The very end of 1965, November. 
Jennifer: And you worked there until? 
Geneva: No wait a minute, I told you wrong, that's when I quit. 
{laughter} (ok) 1942. (ok) 
Jennifer: Do you have children? 
Geneva: I have a daughter. 
Jennifer: Any grandchildren? 
Geneva: She has a daughter, and she has a son. 
Jennifer: A great grandchild. And do you have any other family 
that has worked at Owens? 
Geneva: I had some sisters. (phone rings) 
Jennifer: You had a sister, what other family at Owens? 
Geneva: Yes, I had at one time I had three sisters working there, 
two of them didn't work very long. One worked a good while not as 
long as I did. 
Jennifer: And were they all in the selecting department? 
Geneva: Unh-Huh. 
Jennifer: Alright, well I guess I would like to start out with, 
what made you get a job at Owens? 
Geneva: Because that was as good as paying place as I could find 
with my education. 
Jennifer: Good pay, huh. 
Geneva: Better paying probably then anyth~ng I could have found 
around here. 
Jennifer: And how did you hear about it? 
Geneva: Well, I believe around here I always knew there was an 
Owens, there's been an Owens all my life and far as I can remember, 
until this going out. (yes) Which was a sad day, we heard when I 
was working every so often we hear, "Owens is about to leave here," 
but nobody believed it. We heard it to often. 
Jennifer: When was the first time you remember hearing that? 
Geneva: Oh, I don't know, just through the years. I don't imagine 
I'd been there over a year when I heard it one time or every so 
often it started up. (yeah, yeah) 
Jennifer: Were people worried, or were they using that to get you 
to work harder or. 
Geneva: I think they were using that, hoping to use it, but it got 
to be an old story. (uh-huh, yeah) 
Jennifer: How did you hear about the closing? Did you hear about 
it on the news? 
Geneva: Oh, it was in the news, everyone was talking, but first we 
would hear it but we don't know if it is true or not. There's a 
lot of people that depended on it and a lot of people have been 
there for many years and well they couldn't work any longer but 
they were to old to go out and get a job, you know, especially 
times like this. When I went to Owens, you could get a job just 
about any place, doing something. (doing something, yeah) 
Jennifer: I'm trying to imagine what that must 
{laughter} I just ask about that because it was 
announcement, you know, for alot of people. 
be like. 
a sudden 
Geneva: After the merger with Brockway or the takeover, I guess it 
was a takeover, but I've never quite understood that. (yeah) 
People were beginning to believe it when they heard that they knew 
something was going on. Of course, I was long gone from there by 




So, were you married when you started working? 
Yes, I was. (yeah) Put that on the record, I better not 
{laughter} (in the record forever) {laughter} 
Jennifer: Did he encourage you to work or did you do it in spite 
of him or. 
Geneva: Oh, neither one. (neither one) He was to busy with his 
own things. 
Jennifer: So, what was it like when you first started, were you 
uh, you were in the selecting department, what did they have you to 
do. 
Geneva: Well, first they put us through a very little simple test, 
I guess to see if we had half-mind or common sense. Little holes 
and then you had a bunch of things, and then you put them in this 
shaped hole, you know, to see if you could put a square within a 
round hole and they ask you a few very, very simple questions. But 
in spite of that, they had some people in there that I wouldn't 
have thought would have pass it- not a lot of people but some. 
{laughter} (yeah, yeah) 
Jennifer: Maybe they were the good athletes. 
Geneva: Pardon. 
Jennifer: Maybe those were the good athletes. 
Geneva: No, they would have known that from the start of that. 
They had one that we just had a big laugh about all the time. 
She's was saying funny things, she said her daughter was getting 
married and leaving home and taking the piano that I bought for her 
anyways, but there's something about that piano that I just can't 
stand it. And after so talked and talked and talked about how bad 
it was not to have the piano, she said oh well, I'll just buy me a 
typewriter. {laughter} I mean she was serious. (yeah) So we had 
a habit the one's that have heard her if something went wrong we'd 
say oh well, I'll just buy me a typewriter. {laughter} I enjoyed, 
the work was hard, but I enjoyed working there and I liked alot of 
the people. We had a lot of good people there. 
Jennifer: How long did it take you before you felt comfortable, 
you felt like you had lots of friends there in the plant? 
Geneva: Oh, I always felt comfortable around people I didn't ... Ed 
and I did know quite a few people. ( I guess he did) It didn't 
bother me a bit. And I remember the first day that I worked, I 
think it might have been a mayonnaise jar or something like that, 
the boss told the foremen, they had three or four little bosses on 
down, you know, told me that he could pack so many of them an hour 
or something and I said, well you could not and (yeah) {laughter} 
I couldn't see how he possibly could, of course, the idea was you 
looked at them and he threw the bad ones away and then you put the 
good ones in the carton, so he got over and showed me how fast 
he ... of course I didn't get to look and see, I didn't know what the 
defects would have been or how they look, (sure, sure) but he did 
pack even more than what he had told me and I thought that was 
interesting, because after about a month I knew he could do it. 
{laughter} (yeah) · 
Jennifer: And you probably could too. (yeah, uh-huh) Yeah sure, 
once you start recognizing his flaws, I imagine you say them in 
your sleep {laughter} the first couple weeks working there, all 
L/ 
those bottles. 
Geneva: The thing I think about mostly besides some of the funny 
things and some of the nice people, is the difference that was made 
in the men and women. The men, if there was a special ballgame on 
they would stand around with their little radios and listen and if 
they saw a women had time to wipe her nose or get a deep breath 
they would say grab that broom and sweep ... clean that glass up over 
there or she her over there, she needs some help, swing over there 
every so often and help her catch up. (right, right, not every 
moment wasn't like that) Uh-huh, and it keep some of us so we took 
the extra moment or two, we managed to go in the room and smoke, 
the ones who did. (yeah, you just had to take it) Yeah, un- huh. 
And we had 30 minutes and 20 minutes and we'd stay over ... and a 
situation like that 3 or 4 minutes was a big help (yeah) to stay 
over. But we had to ring our cards, it showed but they didn't they 
weren't quite able to stop it. (yeah, yeah) Also they'd bring men 
in there would clean the floors and haul the glass and empty the 
cullet, and the first thing you knew they were made an inspector or 
something making more money then us ... over us women who knew what 
company would take what and all, but they were inspector. For 
instance, one time we had a wine bottle they were real particular 
with and it was running so bad they didn't really give you time to 
inspect them, (yeah) you would learn to recognize a lot of things 
as you picked them up and then your hand would go witch ever way 
they needed to go. So they made this fellow who had sweeped around 
and fooled around the inspector, he didn't know so much as any of 
us about packing the glass; he didn't know anything, I don't guess, 
they might have showed him a few things or something. (yeah) So it 
was so bad I had ... the tops of them had alot of things bad and I 
had to hold them up because the bottom had a lot of things bad and 
they had great big marks on them (hmmm) yeah, glass being made gets 
that, I don't know why, so he brought a couple of them over to me 
and he said Geneva are these all I have ... ! meant to be kidding. 
I said oh sure, if they had have been I wouldn't have packed them. 
Well they had wine all over that, I just hadn't seen them (hadn't 
seen em') so he said ok and put them back down in the carton and 
went on. {laughter} 
Jennifer: Your inspector, you supervisor. (uh-huh) Yeah, so how 
does the woman feel about this, I mean, I've been told that some 
women said that's the way things are that's the way its suppose to 
be and then some, how did you think the women perceived their 
treatment. 
Geneva: Well, some of them didn't mind, some of them they would be 
afraid to say if they did, but alot of us didn't. I know I when I 
saw Opal Mann's name mentioned on there, she was one of my very 
good friends, ( oh was she) and still is. (yeah, yeah I' 11 be 
interviewing her real soon.) 
Jennifer: So, lets see you worked there from 42 to 65 ... 
Geneva: Now we had uh, what did they call her, a woman director? 
no, that doesn't sound right. I bet you've heard Johnnie Arnson 
(umm) she sought at that time, she sought the hiring of the women 
and she planned parties and we had some wonderful parties. I think 
that was the only time I ever had all the smoked oysters I could 
eat in my life, was when they had one of those big parties. They 
really set the food and the drinks up too. (well) 
Jennifer: And these are the parties organized by all sorts of 
people in the plant or are these done by particular ... ? 
Geneva: The plant, the management. (the management) I can't think 
of what she was, but she was over the women and she sought to the 
restrooms, we had a lovely big lounge and restrooms and she saw 
that they were clean. (huh) 
Jennifer: And what did you say her name was? 
Geneva: Johnnie Arnson, she's dead now. 
Jennifer: Is that J-o-h ... is that like Johnnie? 
Geneva: Johnnie 
Jennifer: J-o-n-i or ... 
Geneva: I don't know how she spelled it. 
Jennifer: Arnson? 
Geneva: A-r- n-s-o- n (spelled name out) 
Jennifer: Ok, um ok, cause I've heard about all these different 
groups within the plant having their own ... 
Geneva: Yeah, we all had a group, there was four shifts and we all 
had a group. Ours was go-getters, and we would have parties, and 
dances and we'd put on shows and we's put on these shows for some 
union people who would come in here for different things, at one of 
the hotels, but we put ours on over at the club house, (um-huh) 
regularly. 
Jennifer: Most everything took place over at that club house? 
Geneva: Well no, not most everything. Alot of things, they also 
had a camp out in Wayne County in an old cabin and a lot of cots, 
and we could go out there and stay all night and party if we wanted 
to which we did, ( anytime you wanted to huh) Yeah-huh, unless 
somebody else had asked for it on that date (that's wonderful, 
that's great) 
Jennifer: Was there a lot of management/workers fratinization, 
or did the managers and management and workers party together a lot 
or did? 
Geneva: No, not some . . . some of the smaller boss and things, not 
the big ones, but they were awful nice to you now if they saw you 
and talked to ya or anything. (yeah) 
Jennifer: So did you see more ill treatment of the women, did you 
see more ill treatment going on by the little bosses or the big 
bosses or could you make a distinction? 
Geneva: Well the big bosses they didn't say, do anything. Well 
sometimes they would get on our foremen and tell them they will not 
pay. I only knew of one ... one supervisor, plant foreman, not shift 
foreman, plant supervisor was what he was. He'd get up on the walk 
way and look down and he'd go tell our foreman that these two girls 
are talking instead of working and things, because he come over to 
me one time and we had been working real hard and there was just 
the two of us and we hadn't had time to talk any, but I didn't talk 
much to her anyway. She just died laughing and I said what's so 
funny? and she said something about my arms being so long, you 
know, your arms were flying around and all this stuff and she came 
down to me to say that and my boss came over to me and he knew the 
immediate boss knew we were working real hard and he said don't 
laugh look real salm I'm suppose to be bawling you out and then he 
told me what for {laughter} but I was never bawled out, but some of 
the girls said they were. (yeah, yeah) I was never mistreated, 
some of them little tiny ones once in a while would get smart and 
I'd tell them to go on and talk to somebody else and stuff like 
that. (sure, sure, huh) 
Jennifer: Didja see any improvement in the situation? I'm sorry 
when was the Opal Mann suit? Was that before or after you left? 
Geneva: It was before, but I quit before it was all over. Oh, I 
can tell about my why I saw on there this is why I quit, I didn't 
quit they wouldn't let me work anymore because of my eyes. (oh 
yeah) I had an eye disease and they found out about it, they didn't 
know I'd had it for years. They got really excited about it when 
they found out about it. (huh-huh) And they wouldn't retire me 
they wouldn't give me my retirement, but they wouldn't let me work, 
so Medicare wouldn't retire me, wouldn't give me my disability what 
I want to say. So I sued Medicare and I won. (did you really) 
Uh-huh, and I started to sue Owens about this, either come to work 
or retire me now, (sure) now Johnnie would call me and say 11 G11 , my 
name is Geneva and everyone calls me 11 G11 , "G" now your age and your 
years of service you could get such and such a percentage of your 
pension if you would go ahead and take it now. And I'd say I'll 
just take whats coming to me or I won't take anything, (well yeah) 
so after I had sued Medicare they decided to ... well it was two 
years (yeah) in the mean time I had remarried and but I don't know 
what I was doing, . (yeah) different kinds, different situations. 
Jennifer: So did you, how was that resolved. Did you ever get any 
kind of pension from Owens? 
Geneva: Yeah, you get a pension, so much a year for so much for 
1 
each year you put in. 
Jennifer: So you are receiving your full. 
Geneva: I worked 10 years and you gotta a dollar a year, you know, 
I,m getting $10.00 every month. (yeah) That's how it was, but I 
was alot more than that. (yeah sure) Now mine not near as big as 
the later ones to retire because it was best on your salary and 
your years work, you know and all. Well things, in 60 things 
were ... no matter it was it was less money, you know, you bought a 
car for a lost less money . (right, right) And this pension 
business kept going up, well they gave me some raises they gave the 
ones who retired that early some raises, but not what. (yeah, yeah 
some attempts at the cost of living, I guess) Yeah, yeah. 
Jennifer: So you know Opal Mann real well. How did the 
others ... was she pretty much liked well liked in the plant? 
Geneva: She was real well liked, but now there was a lot of stupid 
women who thought it would be to their advantage to pretend they 
didn't approve of her suing the plant and things, and didn't stick 
to her like we should have. (yeah, yeah I see) The Women 
Personnel Director, that's what Johnnie Arnson was, that's I was 
trying to think of. (yeah, ok) And I was ... I know I was out in 
the front office for some reason and Opal Mann was out there and we 
stopped to talk a while, and then I talked to Johnnie and she 
said ... and she'd always been real nice to me and come to my house 
and I concerned her a friend, (uh- huh) and she said what are you 
doing talking to Opal Mann, that was right after she had sued the 
company, and I said I was talking to her because she was a real 
good friend of mine . {laughter} That was the end of that. 
{laughter} ( I imagine so, I imagine so) 
Jennifer: So what was it like again in 1942, was it like when the 
war ended and all the men came back, was it uh, did you see a 
difference in the place. 
Geneva: No, they were going gung-ho, you know, to make all they 
could and uh, and I guess that was before plastic got so good. 
(yeah I imagine) I didn't see any difference or what ever. The 
women would quit and change, you know, they would get married and 
quit or they'd be pregnant and quit and I suppose some would get 
married and leave town. The men more stayed with it (um-huh, um-
huh, well it was easier for them) they didn't have so many reasons 
for quitting. (sure, sure) ( and that helped them with their 
seniority and stuff) Yeah. 
Jennifer: If you could have worked any job in the factory, if 
everything was open to you, if you could have been on anything what 
would you have done, where would you have liked to worked? 
Geneva: Well I have never thought of that, I certainly wouldn't 
have liked to work in that balcony where they made the cartons and 
the paper dust was terrible but there was alot of glass, but they 
tried to keep it down all they could. That was why the girls had 
to go clean up some glass here and there-the more it was walked on 
and run over and stuff, the more glass dust there was. (yeah) I 
don't know I would try to choose a job that wouldn't too bad and 
that wouldn't have made much money but I don't know what it would 
have been. (yeah, maybe some kind of inspecting or something) And 
back on what we would call the hot end where the glass was made oh 
gosh, it was real hot weather. They would let the men work a 
little while and come out of there for a little while. (yeah, 
yeah) 
Jennifer: When you are talking about the boxes are you talking 
about the corrugated department or the assenbly? 
Geneva: Yes, well, the corrugated department but I wasn't in there 
very much but the up in where we called the balcony, I guess that 
was where they put alot of the paper together and made the cartons 
there and then they put them down in chutes to us according to what 
we were working on, see (sure, sure) and I worked part of the day 
up there on day {laughter} (yeah, you didn't like it huh) They 
didn't have their regular girl that did alot of the relieving and 
to go eat and they sent me up there and I pretended I thought I was 
finishing, you know and I went and ate {laughter} and they had to 
find somebody else. {laughter} So I guess they thought well their 
ain't no use in sending me up there anymore, I didn't know what I 
was doing. {laughter} (yeah, well goodness) 
Jennifer: Did you see alot of changes with the machinery, with 
your production process? 
Geneva: Well yes, not so much until uh, right after I quit, I went 
back in there to see it. Oh, it was so much different, machinery 
taking peoples places is what it was, it was so noisy they had to 
wear ear plugs. 
Jennifer: So it got louder as the years gone by? 
Geneva: Oh yeah . 
Jennifer: Wonder why that was. So you quit, you retired right in 
the middle of ... you were forced to stop working right in the 
middle of the boom period. 
Geneva: Yeah. And the other thing that was very noticeable, they 
had ... they would ship out somewhere and somebody didn't want it, 
instead of bringing it back in there to go through or make more, 
(yeah-huh) they would send a bunch of people maybe to New York or 
just any place, or 5, or 6 or 7 or something to go through that and 
throw out what they didn't want and let them keep what suited them. 
All these men went, men went who never inspected a bottle, see. 
(that's what they mean when they talk about men getting on the 
planes and going) Uh-huh, that was good pay, you know, they paid 
all their expenses and I'm sure they took their joy, ole good time 
doing it. (yeah why sure, put them up in a hotel) Never a women 
got to go, now I think in the later years about the time I had quit 
some women got to go. (oh wow, yeah) 
Jennifer: So the men got to go and do selecting jobs? 
Geneva: Yeah-huh, whether they could ... ( go to another town) 
whether they could select or not. (yeah) 
Jennifer: I'd like to ask you about the advent of black workers 
coming to the plant. 
Geneva: They came just as I quit, I just saw them for a few days 
and I was out of there. But, I heard them all talking about them. 
( well yeah) They would just sit and creep, all but one stayed 
there, most of them didn't stay in that until you know til they 
kept replacing them and then they got them to stay. (um-huh, um-
huh) But they were all laughing about how they were all slow they 
were and everything. (yeah well) You couldn't be slow there. 
Jennifer: If you think of anything to say don't wait for me to 
ask questions ok. 
Geneva: I can't ... I'm sure you've heard everything that I could 
possibly tell ya. {laughter} (I doubt it) 
Jennifer: You worked a swing shift, you worked rotating shifts 
work right? How did that affect your family you home life. 
Geneva: Well, it affected my body, I could hardly sleep at all in 
the daytime, I never did get use to it. You just get use to 
sleeping some hours and then you had to stay awake them hours and 
sleep another time. (right, right) And I ... I didn't know I 
had developed some heart problems that I didn't really realize what 
it was, and the last year or two I'd miss night on half of the 
time, I never missed work I couldn't afford to. And I'm the kind 
of person, I don't know if it done you much good, but I felt that 
some one was depending on me, I needed to be there. (sure) (you've 
got to be responsible) Not everybody has. (all the time at least) 
Jennifer: Were you able to see alot your family? 
Geneva: Oh yeah. They had a book they keep ... kept the foreman 
kept records of you know and sometimes when people were in trouble 
with him they'd go in and upstairs in his office and what ever it 
was and look at this book, what he had down about you and you know, 
(um-huh, uh-huh) they didn't put nothing formal away, and you had 
to sign it then. (uh-huh) I never did even see my book, mine 
whatever, my record and I don't know what they wrote about me. But 
one time, I had to take off on a midnight shift on payday, an 
Saturday, which was a time when there was an awful lot of sickness. 
Well I had to take off because there was death in the family and my 
mother kept my little girl while I worked at night, and she went 
to Kentucky, where the death was. So I just didn't have anything 
else to do but take off {laughter} and the foreman got mixed up; 
there was one girl there, her first name was Shirley, and she was 
off half of the time. And because it was Saturday night and 
payday, that was all your time for sickness anyway (yeah sure) and 
so many was off, he was real sure to tell if; I could tell how he 
was disgusted and he said your getting worst than Shirley. So he 
had this book he was thumbing through it to find me (yeah) and when 
he finally found my page and it was marked down when everybody when 
they were off or what, (yes) it was in June (uh-huh) started in 
January, he found my page and there wasn't a thing on it but my 
name. (yeah, uh-huh) {laughter} (might as well just had to let 
you go) Yeah huh. (absolutely, I'm sure that felt good) 
Jennifer: Did you get paid every week? 
Geneva: It was changed around, I think for a while we did, but 
mostly it was two weeks. Once it was the 1st and the 15th, then 
they did it different ways. 
Jennifer: Was that a rule about the doctor and the nurse in the 
plant, did you ever have much contact with the plant doctor or the 
nurses in the plant? 
Geneva : A little bit, I got a kinda bad cut in the knuckle that 
would'nt heal and they had me on dayshift; I think it was 11:00 
sometime during the day he was there a certain time the doctor at 
the plant. They would send me out to him and (cough) for a long 
time and it wasn't healing and it was swelling. See the ware 
keeps a moving down and a piece of glass; see we were working on a 
little tiny bottle and a piece out of the bottom with the thing 
sticking up came down, and I didn't know and reached for the glass 
and just slashed it. (oh, yeah) And so I don't know how many 
times I did go to him, but it wasn't getting well, so I went to 
another doctor here in town, he gave me a shot of cortizone in in. 
And it got healed right up. 
Jennifer: Did you get cut alot I mean ... ? 
Geneva: No, maybe little cuts that didn't mount to any thing. 
There were very few that really mounted to something. (uh-huh) 
Jennifer: I just can't imagine. I get nervous washing dishes, you 
know, I'm afraid of glass. Were there any terrible injuries at the 
plant during your ... ? 
Geneva: I think there were a few pretty bad ones. I can't ... well 
there was one man and he was an electrican and he drill into 220 
wire and he killed himself. (oh my goodness, your kidding) And he 
had put it in there, and they come earring him out right beside of 
where; and he lived right over here, (yeah) right beside of where 
I was working and . it was awful hot and we just thougt we had got 
over heated or something and we found out, of coruse, later. 
(yeah, oh) He had drilled in to the 220 wiring he had put in 
himself. 
I\ 
Jennifer: So you felt safe there pretty much working? 
Geneva: Uh-huh. 
Jennifer: Cause it is kinda intimidating its uh, to see uh, it 
kinda looks scary. {laughter} With all that machinery and so what 
I was just wondering how safe you feel working there. So was there 
a lot of conversation; I mean you talked about the foreman and your 
various little bosses getting on to you at the top, was there 
converstation that went on? 
Geneva: Probably so, do you mean between the men ... and the (no,no 
between the women on the ... ) probably some of it, but I didn't pay 
much attention to it. 
Jennifer: You didn't talk alot? 
Geneva: Not about that. 
Jennifer: About? Just about anything. I was wondering if there 
was much socializing a work? 
Geneva: Oh yeah there was. And I made friends there that I still 
see. (yeah) And having lived here all my life, I knew alot of 
people in there when I went there to work, you know. 
Jennifer: Did you spread the news about Owens, did you encourage 
any of your friends to go to work there? 
Geneva: Yes, I got ... I know there is two sisters that I went out 
and talked with Johnnie and got them a job. They were needing a 
job, one of them especially was needing a job real bad. (uh-huh, 
yeah) And then there was a girl over in Ohio, real young, 
with three tiny children and her husband died. They thought it was 
indigestion and they doctored him all day for indegestion and he 
died with heart attack, young man, you know. And my sister knew he 
and she called me and said do you think you can help get Eva a job 
over there, she's desperate . So I did, I went out and talked to 
Johnnie and she did the hiring of the women then. I heard them all 
talk about when the men did the hiring and you had to be the right 
person to get hired, or know the right person. 
Jennifer: You mean when men did the hiring? 
Geneva: Uh-huh, when a man did the hiring for a long time; Opal 
can tell you all about that she was there then. (I see) 
Jenni fer: Do you think they hired ... I heard things like the 
prettier girls got a lot of favors or got hired easier, do you 
think that is true. 
Geneva: I'm sure that's true when the men did the hiring, now it 
wasn't true when Johnnie did the hiring. (yeah) {couch} (my 
goodness) She's dead now, you know everyone who was a foreman over 
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there when I worked is dead now. (oh really) (uh-huh) Uh-huh. 
Jennifer: Oh, really, well, you've been gone a long time. What 
have you done in the last 20-30 years, are you enjoying your 
retirement? 
Geneva: Well not that much, I wound up with a real massive heart 
attack. (oh yeah) Only the bottom 3rd of my heart words, they 
said. (must be scary) I have always felt that the strain of not 
getting to work; and it made me mad, it wasn't right. Probably 
helped that along. (getting mad about what now?) Well they 
wouldn't let me work and they wouldn't retire me, they wouldn't 
give me a disability, (yeah, right) you know it just had to be one 
or the other. (yes, I'm sure it worried you to no end, that's you 
future) 
Jennifer: How did you family feel about you working? 
Geneva: I'm don't beleive they cared. (they didn't care) 
Well, I'm from a big hard working family, nobody ever had any 
welfare or would have thought of it, (huh) they always managed to 
keep their self. (good, good) 
Jennifer: Were you active in the union? 
Geneva: Mmm-Huh, well I was'nt in office or anything, but I took 
part and went to union meetings. 
Jennifer: Won't you tell me about the womens' local what that was 
like? 
Geneva: Well, {laughter} with year? 
Jennifer: Well uh, you know start from the beginning I guess. 
Geneva: Well, from the time I new it was; first knew about it, it 
was a real strong union. (uh-huh) We had some mighty dedicated 
people working. Later it got, it wasn't so strong, and well the 
president of the union over there she wasn't much president. She 
was looking out more for herself then she was anyone else. Then 
they joined the men and womens union and the men got the offices. 
(umm-huh, yeah) 
Jennifer: Was there a lot of bad feeling between the people and 
the two locals that signed the merger? 
Geneva: Well, not that I know, that it would show that much. 
Jennifer: Didn't some women just hate the idea? [laughter} about 
combining them? 
Geneva: I don't think woman stand together very well, like men 
maybe do. (yeah) Who was the woman who ran for vice-president a 
few years back or are you old enough? 
Jennifer: You mean of the country? 
Geneva: Yeah. 
Jennifer: Gearldine Ferraro, is that her name? 
Geneva: I believe it was. (yeah) I said, ole men will be well 
and all the women will vote for cause of her. (yeah) It didn't 
turn out that way at all. (yeah) I had a woman tell me, I don't 
think I would ever vote for a woman for president, because I don't 
think women are smart enough. 
Jennifer: Yeah, yeah I just wonder how women can say that. 
Geneva: I was in the basement; I have a phone in every room in the 
house and this one I take to the basement, but that time I had 
forgoten to take it and I hurried up the stairs as much as I could 
to answer the phone and I've known this woman for ... I bet since we 
were, I was 25, I'm a little older than she is. And I said, damn 
you don't you ever bring me up that basement to answer and say 
anything like that to me, women are just as smart as men and most 
of them smarter. 
Jennifer: Absolutly, absolutly. It just hurts to hear stuff like 
that, you know. (yeah) It just hurts to hear things like that. 
I don't blame you. Do you know why they organized seperately two 
seperate unions in the first place, is that just because of the 
jobs? 
Geneva: Nut-huh, it was organized that way when I went out there. 
And I never thought about it any other way til next thing I knew it 
was a long time; I mean it was quite a few years when they merged. 
As far as I was concerned, that was the end of the womens union. 
(yeah) Well I imagine that was afer Opal sued them and (yeah) the 
men started working on the layers and the women started getting 
jobs that men had always had. (right) 
Jennifer: So your saying that in the beginning the fact that the 
females had their own union that helped them, that it made them 
stronger. 
Geneva: I think so. Yeah. 
Jennifer: Cause it is really unusual. 
gender like that. 
(yeah) A union split by 
Geneva: Well see, they didn't work much together, (yeah-huh, 
right) the men worked the machine line and back there and the women 
worked in the pac.king. (yeah) A few women worked in the core 
gates and a few men worked in the core gates too, but I think it 
was mostly women. (yeah) 
Jennifer: Were there any strikes during your time? 
Geneva: Yeah, there were a little strike, just one that lasted any 
time and uh mounted to anything. And they kept trying to get 
trains in there with materials and the women wuld go out and stand 
on the railroad tracks. And they called people around to come and 
I always got called because I could get over there in 5 minutes. 
(yeah, yeah) And uh, there was some person with the C&O that would 
call and let us know when they were going try to get a train 
though. (did they really) He was a good union man. {laughter} 
One day some man said I'll take that train in there, you watch em' 
and I'll keep going and they'll get off there. And one old girl 
laid down on the railroad tracks, she absolutly laid down. (did 
she really, did the train get in?) No, no {laughter} no he 
stopped. I wouldn't have done that . (goodnes) 
Jennifer: But you stood on the tracks. 
Geneva: Yeah, yeah, because you could jump off . {laughter} (that's 
amazing) 
Jennifer: What were you usually striking about? Was it money or 
usually you salary or ... ? 
Geneva: You know I don't even remember. I guess it was money, you 
know, I don't even remember, but I'm sure that was what it was. It 
wasn't this union that caused the strike, you know. (yeah, right) 
What ever it was we went out because we were told to . Around that 
time Owens was pretty good to us, their employees, I thought. 
(yeah, yeah) Not every little individual incident, but, like the 
parties and everything they had for us. (they were greatly done) 
They had Christmas, I was on the committee, gosh we'd go in the 
summer time to the old sale house and pick out toys for children up 
to a certain age, (yeah) for boys and something for girls, and 
they'd have a thing over at the club house and have Santa Clause 
over there. (all sorts of things) All sorts of things. 
Jennifer: Turkeys and Hams 
Geneva: Yes, they gave us turkeys and hams at Thanksgiving and 
Christmas. Now they had quit that a good while ago. And in 
November they had what you call a doe party for us, they had a big 
feed. 
Jennifer: Deer? is that what you said? Doe? (doe) {laughter} 
Geneva: It was just for the women. 
Jennifer: I thought 
{laughter} Oh, I see. 
people get married? 
you meant you cooked you up a deer. 
Do alot of people meet there, do a lot of 
Geneva: Mmm-Hum. We had, they got all kinds of groups from Owens. 
We call it the retirees and meet the first Thursday of the month. 
(um-huh) Sometimes we go over there and have a dinner, but we 
haven't for a while cause it has been so hot. We usually just 
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designate a place and we'll go out and eat. (um-huh) And then the 
last Thursday in the month we do that, and the first Tuesday in the 
month it is the union thing. (oh, I see) Supposedly, and they try 
to see what, you know, what they can do, help anybody or ... 
Jennifer: You're talking about now. 
Geneva: Yeah, uh- huh. 
Jennifer: The Retirees Association, (yes, uh-huh) your active in 
that. (yes, uh-huh) 
Geneva: And the union when uh; of course Owens was still there, 
but I was retired and alot of people did. We' re fighting that 
bottle bill that they tried to pass, the legistature; but they 
would furnish the busses and feed us, (yeah) and we'd all go to 
Charleston, for who was against it, you know. 
Jennifer: Could you explain that. .. that whole business ... that 
whole business about hte bottle bill? 
Geneva: I can't explain the whole business now, its been to long 
ago, but it would have hurt Owens. One of the things was they were 
going to do away with was throw away bottles, see we made alot of 
throw away bottles, (um- hum, um-huh) beer bottles, (uh- hum)(huh) 
Jennifer: I'd heard of that, I'm not real clear. So how do you 
think the plant closed down? Why do you think it shut down? 
Aside from the Brockway employees ... 
Geneva: I don't know. 
Jennifer: You haven't any theories? 
Geneva: I don't know. I know it had'nt been planned for long, 
because it was only two or three years before that ... that they 
bought new equipment, alot of expensive stuff. I could 1 nt even 
begin to explain in that packing department. So they have been 
planning on closing down they sure would'nt have done that. 
Jennifer: They were'nt acting like it huh? That's interesting. 
Geneva : See, that Brockway business, I figure that had something 
to do with it, I don't know. (huh) But, Huntington will sure miss 
it. 
Jennifer: Yeah, I know. What do you think is gonna happen to this 
town, what do you see as the future of Huntington? 
Geneva: I don't have any idea. (yeah) They say there is alot of 
machinery still in there and people are stealing it. That's what 
I've been hearing. 
Jennifer: People were stealing it. (yeah) Really, don't they have 
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guards down there. 
Geneva: Yeah, but they might have their head turned. 
Jennifer: Yeah, yeah, that's interesting. You're probably right. 
Have you ever heard what they are going to so about that site, with 
the acres? 
Geneva: No, I have'nt heard anything. I've heard them offer it 
for sale and this and that. 
Jennifer: Instead of all that clean up they're gonna have to do. 
Geneva: I've known there was, see, there was another glass plant, 
and then it went into Owens. There's always been a glass plant 
ever since I can remember knowing any thing about it. 
Jennifer: Since the turn of the Century. (yeah) Charles Bottle 
Glass Company . (yeah) I wonder if the city is going to buy back 
that land? 
Geneva: I don't know, I doubt that. 
Jennifer: Is Owens going to pay for the ... I've heard that there 
like a ... obsovisly the is a lot of asovestous and stuff in the site 
from ... is Owens going to clean that up? 
Geneva: I don't know about that. I'm sure that there is someone 
who can explain it ... 
Jennifer: So the faster you went the more money you got. 
Geneva: I believe it entered into it too how much you had to throw 
away, how bad the wear was; had something to do with the bonus. I 
don't know, I use to know exactly how to figure it out but I'm not 
sure now. Beulah worked along time after I quit, after I was away 
from there. (did she, yeah) 
Jennifer: Your so quite, you waiting on me to ask questions. I'm 
stuck. Is there any thing I haven't covered, any thing I've ... ? 
Geneva: I don't know. But, I was just thinking about a long time 
ago when I first went in the winter time it was cold, you almost 
froze to death. There would be snow blowing on ya. (inside?) And 
we'd get the men over on the hot end to bring us a hot brick to 
stand on while ... to warm our feet. And then in the summertime, it 
was just as hot as it was cold and they did finally get us some big 
fans in there, but as sure as you'd want the fan on somebody over 
here is going to take amonia, if tht air hit them . {laughter} 
(yeah) That cause alot of trouble. 
Jennifer: Sure, trying to please everybody. 
that, how did you put up with that? 
Geneva: Well, umm. 
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How did you stand 
Jennifer: I can't imagine how hot and how cold it was, did yu just 
do it, did you enjoy it somehow, way down somewhere? 
Geneva: I don't know. I don't know. I've seen those women come 
out with their top all wet, for some reason, I never did prespire 
much. (oh yeah) I wouldn't, but I've seen ... when they start to 
ring out, you know, to form a line and who ever gets over there 
first. I've stood behind them, they would just be wet like they 
have water poured on them. 
Jennifer: Oh, yeah. I could just imagine. What did you all work 
in, did you have any kind of specification on what you had to wear 
to work? 
Geneva: Once we did, once you had to wear a shoe with a steel toe, 
and uniform. (umm-huh) Then the government, I guess it was a new 
law or they decided to inforce it, if you wear a shirt they had to 
furnish it. (right) So that ended that. 
Jennifer: Did you have like work cloths that you bought? 
Geneva: They were ole kind of like a royal blue shirt and top, the 
pants and top and they didn't fit anybody. {laughter} (oh, dear) 
Jennifer: Did the men have the uniforms? 
Geneva: No, not to my knowledge. (uh-huh, uh-huh) And I don't 
know, I never knew, of anybody getting their toe hurt or anything, 
I don't know why they ... they were so hot you know, (yeah) and they 
were uncomfortable. I worked in girl scout shoes, they fit my feet 
real well, and I can tell the difference for some reason or the 
other I would work in something else. My feet and legs got how 
tired they'd get. (yeah, standing up all that time, yeah I know) Of 
course, it ws all concrete. (concrete, that's hard, that's hard) 
Jennifer: Well, thank you for talking to me today, I guess this is 
drawing to a close. Is there anything else you would like to say 
for the record? 
Geneva: I don't know, I can't think of anything else. 
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